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This newsletter is intended to give an update to th  ose with an interest in the
Record Office’s new Project to list the historical records of the Borough of
Huntingdon.

Phase 1 of the Project, which is currently under way, is concentrating on listing the
original records to current professional archive standards to coincide with the 800th
anniversary of the granting of the first royal charter, due to take place later in the
year. Phase 2 of the Project will concentrate on digitisation of some of the original
documents, and making them available on the web.

The Project

Work on the Project began in December with Philip Saunders, Deputy County
Archivist producing the outline classification scheme and brief descriptions for the list.
Lesley Akeroyd, Senior Archivist and Project Manager will take over from Philip at the
beginning of February to add further detail and complete the listing. Jo March
Vietzke, Archives Assistant, has been sorting large numbers of apprenticeship
papers and accounts. Jo will also be responsible for most of the repackaging of the
records, and she is to make a visit to Surrey History Centre to gain from their
experience of similar records.

The first phase of the Project is being part-funded by the Freemen of Huntingdon.
We have also received a grant for £500 from the Huntingdonshire Local History
Society’s Goodliff Fund, to make digital copies of the Borough Charters, including the
first Charter of King John dated 1205. The digitisation of the Charters is being carried
out by the Archives Service’s FenPast Scanning Unit.

History of the Archives — we need your help

The Borough Archives have had a chequered history. In the course of the last
century various parts of them have been stored in the Town Hall, at the offices of
Maule and Winter (80 High Street — a building demolished for the ring road), Ambury
House, the old County Record Office (in the former Grammar School buildings) and
Castle Hill House, before they were deposited in the present County Record Office in
Grammar School Walk in 1976. There must be many people locally who remember



them in those places and can help us to piece together the complex jigsaw. We are
interested in things like who decided what should be kept, who looked after them,
how they were stored and what use was made of them. Perhaps you might also
know of records that strayed elsewhere or were destroyed. If you think you can help

please get in touch.

The Project Team

The Charter of 1205

Lesley Akeroyd, Senior archivist
is usually based at the County
Record Office, Cambridge. She
was previously archivist at
Huntingdon 1990-95, and has
spent the last year on another
project, listing the records of the
Papworth Village Settlement.

Philip Saunders, Deputy County
Archivist, also has Huntingdon
experience from 1987-95. He is
delighted to have the opportunity
to renew his interests in
Huntingdonshire history, and of
both the medieval and modern
town of Huntingdon.

Jo March Vietzke came to the
County Record Office
Huntingdon in 2003 to help with
the successful Access to
Archives Project Parishes and
their People. For the last year
she has been at the Cambridge
office helping users in the search
room there.

More Information?

Contact the Project team at county.records.hunts@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. A brief
page about the Project appears on the Archives Service main website, at
http://www3.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/projects/huntboro.htm.
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