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Charter of King James iI. 9th, July Jemes II.2, ( A.D, 1686,) 1 ;
: JAES THE SECOND, by the grace of God King of England, %

Jcotland, Frarnce and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &e. TO ALL to

thom these present letters shall come,- GREETING | il

WHEREAS Our Borough of Huntingdon in Our county of Hunt-
ingdon is an ancient and populous Borough, and has been endowed with
very many liberties and privileges, and the Burgesses of the Borough
aave had, used and enjoyed diverse liberties, franchises, immunuties,
zustomg and pre-eminences within the Borough aforesaid and its liber-
ties and precincts, as well by reason and pretext of diverse prescrip-
tions, ussges and customs there exercised and approved from the time
of which the memory of man does not run to the contrary, as by wvirtue
and reagon of diverse charters and letters patent heretofore made and
granted by Our sncestors and predecessors, lately Kings and Queens of
England to the Burgesses of the said Borough.

WE THEREFWORE, willing that henceforth for ever there it
gshould be continually one certain and undoubted method in.the same il
Borough for the good rule and government of Our people therein, and i
that the Borough aforesaid may hereafter remain a Borough of peace and
quietness to the fear and terror of evil-doers and offenders, and to il
the reward of the good, and that Our peace and other deeds of Justice
there may be better observed, of Our speciasl grace and from Our cer- ~
tain knowledge and mere motion, We have willed, ordained, constituted
declared and granted that the aforesaid Borough of Huntingdon with its
precincts and circuit may be end shall be hénceforth forever a free |
Berough of itself, and that the Burgesses and inhabitants of the said |
Borough and within its precinets and liberties, .and their successors £ |
henceforth for all time by whatever name or names hitherto incorpor- d
ated, may be and shall be one body corporate and politic in deed, fact =
and name, by the name of THE HAYOR, ALDERVEN AND BURGESSES OF THE '
BOROUGH OF HUNTINGDCH, end by these presents for CQurselves, Cur heirs
and successors, We erect, make, ordain, confirm and constitute them 4
by the name of THE MAYOR, ALDERVMEN AND BURGESSES OF THE BCROUGH OF i
HUNTINGDON one body corporate and politic in déed, fact and name, |
reglly and fully. {

: AND THAT by the said name they may have perpetual success=
ion, and that they themselves by the name of the leyor, Aldermen and g
Burgesses of the Borough of Huntingdon may be and shall be in =211 fut- i
ure times persons fit and capable in law to have, obtzin, receive and |
possess lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, franchises and here-
ditaments of whatsoever kind, nature or species they may be, for thenm-
selves and their successors, in fee and perpetuity, and also goods, 1
chattels and other things whatsocever of whatever kind, nature or i
species they may be, also to give, grant, demise and assign lands, 4
tenements and hereditaments, goods and chattels, and te do and execute |}
by the name aforesaid all and singular other acts and deeds. ] r

AND THAT by the said name of the lMaysr, Aldermen and Bur=
gesses of the Borough aforesaid they may be gualified and able to plea&.w
and be impleaded, to answer and be answered, to defend and be defended
in whatsoever courts and places, and before whatsoever judges and jus-
tices end other persons znd officers of Ours, Our heirs and successors
in all suits, causes, matters and demands, real, personal and civil
whatsoever, of whatever kind, nature or species they may be, as other
Our lieges of this Our Realm of England, qualified and cepable in law,
are able and gqualified to plead and be impleaded, answer and be ans-
wered, defend and be defended, and to have, obtain, receive, DOSSEsS,
give, grant and demise, :

AND THAT the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough;
k T
aforesaid and their successors may have forever s COLLON SEAL to be &
kept for transacting =211 causes and businesses whatsoever of them and

their successors.

AWD THAT it be and shall be fully lawful for the said




. Ajdermen aforesaid, to be chosen and anpointed in the form mentiened

' aforesaid, for the time being, there so assembled, may have power and

to treat, determine and consult concerning statutes, 1&ws,ﬂ§£%icles

&7
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Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses and their successors from time to time
at their plessure to break, change and re-make that seal, or.to con-
tinue to0 use the ancient COMON SEAL of the said Borough as it shall
scem best to them to be done, ;

AWD FURTHER We will, and by thede presents grant, constit-
ute and ordain for Ourselves, Our heirs and successors, that hence-
forward for a2ll times there be and shall be in the said Borough one
emineat man who shall be and shzll be called the HIGH STEWARD of
the Borough aforesaid.

AITD FURTHER We will, and by these presents grant, constit-
ute and ordain for Ourselves, Our heirs and successors, that hencey
forward there be and shall be within the Borough aforesaid and its
liberty and precincts, twelve of the better Burgesses of the said
Borough to be chosen and appointed in the form hereafter mentioned, i
who for the time being shall be and shall be called ALDERMEN of the |
Borough aforesaid: and that there may be and shall be one of the

below in these presents, who shall be and shall be called the MAYOR
OF THE BOROUGH OF HUNTINGDON aforesaid; and that the remaining elewven
Aldermen of the said Borough for the time being shall be from time to
time respectively aiding and assisting in council to the ¥ayor of

the said Borough for the time being in =211 matters, causes, businesses
and affailrs whatsoever touching the said Borough or the government
thereof or in any wey concerning the same; and that the Mayor, Recor-
der and Aldermen of the said Borough for the time being shall be and
shall be called THE COLION COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HUNTINGDON

-aforesaid; and that the remaining Burgesses of the said Borough for

the time being shall be, and each of them from time to time shall be,
assisting and attending upon the Mayor and Aldermen of the Borough
aforesaid in all matters, causes and businesses of the same, whenso-
ever by the order of the Mayor of the said Borough, and, in the wvacan-
cy of that office, by order of the Aldermen of thé said Borough, or A
the greater part of them for the time being, they or any of them
shell have been swmoned and called thereto.

7 : AND HOR the . better aid and assistance of the aforesaid
Layopy and Aldermen in the due and legal exercise of their offices i
for the public good of the Borough aforesaid, as well as in private :
couneils touching the said Bomough as in the courts and public pro-
ceedinzs of the same, We will, and by these presents for Curselves,
Our heirs and successors, do grant to the Layor, Aldermen and Bur-
gesses of the Borough of Huntingdon aforesaid and their successors,
that they and their successzors forever may and shall have one upright
and prudent men who shall be and shall be called the RECORDER OF THE
BORCUGH CF HUNTINGDON aforedaid for executing thereafter from time to i
time all things in any way pertaining to that office for the public i
good of the said Borough, and to be continued in that office for the i
period of his natfiral 1ife, and slso one upright and prudent man who (|
shall be and shall be called the COILIOW CLERK of the Borough aforesaid; |

ANID WE WILL, moreover, and of Our fuller special grace,
and from Our certain knowledge and mere motion for Qurselves, Our heirsg |
and successors, do grant to the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the i
Borough aforesaid and their successors that it may be and shall be i
fully lawful for them to have and to hold a certain COUNCII HOUSE it
within the aforesaid Borough or its liberties; snd that the Mayor of
the said Borough for the time being, as often as it sahll seem necess-
ary and suitable to him, may call together all and singular persons
of the COMMON COUNCIL of that Borough for the time being, by publie
summons made there, and within the szid house, or shy other gonvenient
house within the Borough aforesaid or its liberties and precincts,may
and can hold a certain court of common council or meeting of the sai@q
Mayor and Common Council who there upon the summons aforesaid shall be
present; and that the said ifayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the Boronih

be lawfully qualified in that court or assembly, from time to time,

and of all other things,touching

and ordinances, made and to be made,
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or concerning the welfare, rule condition and government of the
aid Borough and its liberty.

HD THAT the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen or the greater part of them
o upon the summons aforesaid shall be hersupon present and assembled
and wken the votes af thoss aec present shall be equal, when nsmely,
shera ghall be as manr affirmatives a8 negatives, then that part oz
1m1f of which the Mayor of the Borough aforesald, for the time being,
thall be one) mey and shall have full power, licence and authority,
*or framing, constituting, ordaining, making and establishing whatso-
iTer reasongble laws, ordinances, constitutions amd statutes as to
;hem shall seem good, wholesome, profitable, honeat and necessary,
weording to their sound judgments, for the good rule and government
3f the Burgesses, artificers and inhsbitapnts of the Borough aforesaid
id of its precinots and libertiee, and for setting forth in what
panner and order the aforesnid layor, Aldermen, Burgesses and officers
2f the geifd Borough and the artificers, inhabltants an? reasidents
therecf shall behave, conduct and employ themselves; and also for the
Further welfare, public sdventage end govermment of the aforsssid
Borough, and for ithe wictualling of the same; and also for the better
preservation, ordering, dispeosing, letting and demising of the lands,
tenementa, possessions, reversions and hereditaments of the aforesaid
Eayor, Mdemerﬁnd Burgesses, to them or their predecessors heretofore
given, granted, consigned, conveyed or confirmed, or te them and their
succesaors hareafter to be given, gronted, assigned or confirmed,sand
for other matters and causes whatsoever touching or in any way congern=-
ing the Borough aforesaid or its state, right or interest; and also
for amending, repealing or anonulling, from time to time, laws, ordin-
anceg and constitutions (which are) useless and in no way conducive
to the public welferepnd the good government of the said Borough

or the men thereof,

AWD THAT thelizyor, Recorder and Aldermen of the Borough
eforesaid, for the the time being, or the grester part of them so
prasent in council ( and when their votes shall be egual, then that
part of them of which the Mayor shell be one) as often as they shall
frama, make, ordain and establish any laws, statutea and ordinances
in form as aforesald, shell have power %o lsy and assess such reason=
&ble pains and penalties by lmprisomment of their bedies, or by fine
or emercement or by both, upon all such offenders againat the sald
laws, statutes ond ordinances, or ome:orrmore of thersame, as to the
gaid Mayor, Regorder and Aldermen, for the time being, or such greater
part of them as aforesaid, shall seem reasoneble and necessary, and
to demand execution of the same; and also they shhll have power to
levy and hold such fines snd emarcements for the use of the saild
Yayopr, Aldermen an? Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their sue-
ceggorg, by distress or zection in any court of record or not of record
held within the 3orough, or by any other means or in any other court
whatever, as it shall seem best to them to be done, without impeach-
ment or hindrance of Us, Our helrs or succeasors, or any officer or
minister of Ours, Our heirs or successors whomsoceverj provided never-
theless that the laws, statutes, srdinances and constitutions and
such imprisonments, fines and amercements sre reasonsble and in no way
repUgnant or conbrary to the laws, statutes or customs of Cur Realm
of England,

AND FOR the better performing of Our royal will, -We have
aaaigneﬂ, named, eppointed, made and declsred and by these presents
for Ourselves, Our heirs snd successors do asaign, neme, appeint, make
and dsclare OQur belcved and right trusaty cousin aond councillenTHOMAS,
TARL OF AYLESBURY to be the first and new HIGH STEWARD OF THE BOROUGH
aforesaid, to be continued in that office for the term of his natural
life, and Our beloved LIONEL WALDEY, ¥might, LIONEL TALDEN, esquire,
JOHH HEGUS, RICHARD ASTTIRY, JAMES FARSIDE, FHILIP SOUPER, SAMUEL POUT,
WILLIAM DOUSE, THOMAS SAYZRES, HENRY ANGELL, EDWARD AUDIEY and JOSEPH
TARLOE to be the twelwe first and new Aldermen of the Borough afore-
seid, to Be oontinued in the cffice of Aldermen of the Zorough alore-
gaid for the terms of their natural lives, unless in the meantime they
or one or more of them shall be removed frok the same in the mannar

and Torm by these presents hereafter directed,

WE HAVE ALSO assigned, nawed, appointed, made and declared
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end by these presents for Curselves, Cur heirs snd successors, Ao
asgicn, name, Appoint, make and declere the =foresaid LICHEL WALDEN,
kniggt, to be 'the first and new Kayor of the said Borough of Hunting-
{ don, desiring thet the snid LICIIL WALDLM, knight, shall be end eontin-
{ ue in the offloe of Esyor of the snif Borough from the dote of these
i presents until the Feest of 3t. Iichael the Archengel that next shell
e, if the seid LICHEL WALDIN, kaight, shall live =0 long. g

A0 W HAVE eseigned, nomed, sopointed end mede and by
these presents for Curselves, Our heirs sn? successors, do nasign,nane
anneint and make Our Beloved CLIVER LOUNTAGUE, esguire, to be the
firat nnd new RECORTER of the Horough saforescid, to be eontinued in
that office for the term of his natural 1ifs, unless in the mesntime
for any reassonable cmuse hr may and shall be Temoved,

AND WL HAVE esszigned, named, appointed nn” mede and by
these presents for Curselves, Our hieira =n? successors, fo assign, mame
appoint and meke Tur belored TFALTR POUT fa be the firat and new
OCIDCLE CLESK of the Beorough sforeszaid, to be pontinued in that office
for the term of his naturcl 1ife, unless in the —ecntine for ony recs-
onable causs he mey and siisll be removed.

WE TILL ALSC, an” for Ourselves, Cur heiras and SUCCABO0TE
do grant to the szid lsyor, Aldermen an® Surcesgés of the Joroush
aforessid, an? by these presents o oppoint anl ordain thet an ANWTAL
EIECIION end JOCITATICN ~f the ayor of the said Dorouszh nay and shall
be made in esch year in cpd on the Tuesday next after the Tesst of the
Assumpilion of the Blesse’ Virpin Iary ‘in ithe council house of the
Horough nforesaid or in some other convenient house thers ta be Pro-
vide? for thel oaa; and that it may be =n? shall be fully lawful
for tha HUsyer, -iccorder mm? Aldermen for the time being, of the gredat-
er pert of them who upon publie swn ons shall be sasembled and present
for that purpose in the house eforesai® [ end, in the case of on
equality of votes, for that part of them of vhich the Yeyor of the suaid
3orough for the time being shell be one) yesrly on every tuesday next
after the Peast of the Assumption of the Zlessed Virgin ~ary , to nom-
inat= rn’ clect one of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid who, from
the Feast of 85%t, Micheel the Archengel next following, shrll be and
ghall be called the Hayor of the sazid Borough for one whole yvear then
next cosuing, if he shsll 1ive so long, unless he ghell in the fepn-
time be lewfully removed from thot office; provides alveys that in
the election aforesaid he of the Aldermen of the Boroush who shall be
Senjor in rank and order smongst the reet of them, who have not before
gerved in the office of Mayor, shrll be clected from tinme to Lime
Yayor of the Dorourh sforean‘d, unless by the clectors =foressid by
reagon of eny inflrmlt&#f body or wanifest defsct of understrnding or
fortune, or any other lawful sn’ sufficient czuse, he he adjudged to
be set seide,, And i it shell hapoen thet there be no such Alfdermen
surviving who has not fornerly cerved the gai office of Layer, thet
then the senior in renk and order of the Aldermen of the Dorough aforew
gald for the time’ being vho heve served the sei! office =nly onge, oo
he be judged worthy an’ fit rcs alorespld by the sais electors to serve
in that office, shnll be cleoted Lnyor of the s=1” Dorcugh, an? =6 on
successively by ronk an? order i it sholl be neccasary, until oone
one of ‘the Aldervien of the sci” Horouph who heve seprwed the sailt off-

ice of Kayor twice or more often, shzll be elcoted nn? apoointed Layor
of the szme,

AHD RHAT the saforessid LICIEL TALTEE, knight,vhom by these
|presenis Wa have nomed rnd appointed Xayor of the 3orough sforesalid,
i8hall publicly,snd solemmly before OLIVIR LOUJTASUE, Reporder of the
teforessd? ZJerough, aspointed by theae presents,or, in his absence,
ibefore Lhe eforessid LICHEL WALDEY, esguire, JOHG JEGUS end RICHARD
ASITCY, senior Aldermen of the SBorough aforesaid, or two of them, in
{the prescnoce of so many of the rest of the Aldermen &nd Burgessas of
(the sai? Borough &5 shall there be present, teke his corporal osth well
?anﬂ truly to execute the szis offioce of Inyor for the time aforesaid,

L

1 AKD TO {he seid OLIVER NOUNTAGUE, =nA in hig nbsence, to
the aforesald LIOKEL WALDEN, esquire, JOHS JESUS and 3ICHARD ASTREY,
or two of then, Ve give ond grant by these presents, for Ourselves,
























